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Many people believe that complicated legislation can only be passed by congress. However, very often in 
previously passed bills, there exists language that could be applied more broadly to situations that are 
necessary to apply it to, specifically Covid. 


The people of Libby, Montana, population 2,628, share something in common with the rest of the 
developed world, but not their compatriots in the United States. They all have access to a single-payer, 
Medicare-for-All system. As part of the Affordable Care Act, the residents of Libby, who were exposed 
to hazardous airborne asbestos from a vermiculite mine owned by the W.R. Grace Company, were 
made eligible for Medicare, for free, at the discretion of the Social Security Administration and the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). It was codified in Section 1881A of the Social 
Security Act. The language of the statute refers to any individuals subject to an “environmental 
exposure,” though it was well understood at the time that this was about Libby. 


David Dayen, the author of the piece quoted above, goes on to point out that the deadly, airborne 

environmental exposure now ripping through the country is called Covid. Therefore, all Biden needs to do is 
apply Section 1881.A of the Social Security Act to pass by executive order single payer Medicare for all with 
the stroke of a pen. Will he do it? Probably not, but this is the kind of legislative creative those in his cabinet 
need to start exploring. And if by some miracle he does do it, it will no question be challenged all the way to 
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the Supreme Court, which is almost assured to strike it down, as it In the meantime, it is necessary to follow 
all the medical guidelines, including social distancing. Even after people are vaccinated, masks still need to 
be worn in order to contain the spread until the vast majority of people are vaccinated. 
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